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M
O

N
D

A
Y

S
inger: 

_______________ 
Leading com

petitor ____________ D
ifference?

C
lothing: _______________ 

Leading com
petitor ____________ D

ifference?
C

om
puter:_______________   Leading com

petitor ____________ D
ifference?

S
tore: 

_______________   Leading com
petitor ____________ D

ifference?

For one reason or another, each item
 above is distinct from

 its com
petitor.

S
om

ething sets it apart m
aking it different than the rest. This is also true of

G
od’s m

essage of salvation for us today. This w
eek, w

e w
ill be studying those

distinctives and seeing how
 they apply to us now

.

T
H

E
 M

E
S

S
E

N
G

E
R

S

R
ead M

atthew
 10:5. W

ho w
ere the Tw

elve A
postles supposed to go to?

R
ead R

om
ans 11:13. P

aul w
as the apostle to the _______________________.

R
ead A

cts 9:1-16.  W
ho w

as S
aul (P

aul) persecuting?

W
hat tw

o questions did S
aul ask Jesus?

Later S
aul, then P

aul, said that C
hrist died to save sinners “of w

hom
 I am

chief.”  P
aul fully realized the extent of his sins. It doesn’t get m

uch w
orse

than m
urdering people for their belief in C

hrist. A
nd yet, w

hen S
aul realized

he w
as w

rong, w
hat did he do?

S
o m

any tim
es, our inclination, w

hen w
e are w

rong, is to w
allow

 in regret.
P

aul’s inclination w
as instant action, “Lord, w

hat w
ould you have m

e to do?”

B
ecause of this G

od used him
 in am

azing w
ays. H

ow
 about you? P

erhaps
there is som

ething that you have done that m
akes you feel w

orthless and dis-
qualified for service and/or m

inistry. G
od w

ants to use you in am
azing w

ays,
just speak to H

im
 in prayer.

W
rite G

alatians 2:21 in your ow
n w

ords.

N
am

e som
ething that som

e people depend upon to get to H
eaven other than

the salvation offered through Jesus C
hrist.

S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

R
ead 1 Tim

othy 2:6. W
ho is salvation being offered to in this passage?

That’s a w
hole lot of people, isn’t it? A

nd, w
hile you w

on’t be able to reach all,
can you reach one? N

am
e one person that you can reach out to.

Tell specifically how
 you plan on reaching them

.

S
U

N
D

A
Y

“...B
ut w

here sin abounded, grace did m
uch m

ore abound: That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so m

ight grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus C

hrist our Lord” (R
om

. 5:20-21).

R
ead R

om
ans 5:20-21. W

hat does it m
ean to “reign”? A

ccording to this verse,
w

hat reigns? W
hat does it reign through?  W

hat does it reign unto? B
y w

hom
does it reign?

W
rite a paragraph explaining w

hat it w
ould m

ean for you to allow
 grace to

reign in your heart and life. Thank G
od for H

is w
onderful grace! LET’S

 FA
C

E IT.
G

R
A

C
E R

U
LES

!
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C
LER

K
: 

“M
ay 

I 
help

you?”

C
LIEN

T: 
“Yes. 

I’m
looking for som

ething
that w

ill save m
e and

get m
e to H

eaven.”

C
LER

K
: “You’ve com

e
to the right spot. N

ow
,

w
hat w

e have here is
a 

variety 
of 

M
iddle

Eastern religions.”

C
LIEN

T: “W
hat do they do?”

C
LER

K
: “N

ot m
uch of anything,

really. They involve w
orshipping a

w
hole lot of idols.”

C
LIEN

T: “A
re the idols good and

pow
erful?”

C
LER

K
:  “N

o. They are generally
pretty angry and destructive. W

ith
these religions, the key is to keep
the 

idols 
pacified 

so 
that 

they
don’t m

ess up your life.”

C
LIEN

T:  “A
nd, after spending a

lifetim
e doing that, w

ill I go to
H

eaven?”

C
LER

K
: “It doesn’t w

ork that w
ay.

If you’ve kept the idols pacified
and lived a good life, you m

ight
reach a state of nothingness. That
is 

the 
ultim

ate 
goal 

of 
these

religions.”

C
LIEN

T:  “W
ow

! That sounds like
a pretty grim

 existence. W
hat else

do you have?”

C
LER

K
: “W

ell, 
here 

is 
a 

good
sam

pling 
of 

som
e 

of 
your

m
ainstream

 cults.”

C
LIEN

T: “W
hat do they do?”

C
LER

K
: “W

ith 
these, 

it’s 
m

ore
w

hat
 do. There are generally

a 
pretty 

com
plex 

system
 

of
ordinances and such that are to
be follow

ed.”

C
LIEN

T: “A
nd 

if 
I 

follow
 

them
,

then w
ill I be saved and get to

H
eaven?”

C
LER

K
: “That’s 

the 
tricky 

part.
W

ith these, even after you have
follow

ed 
them

, 
there 

are 
no

guarantees that you w
ill go to

H
eaven.”

C
LIEN

T: “M
an, I w

as hoping for a
sure thing…

som
ething that w

ill
get 

m
e 

to 
H

eaven. 
I’ve 

kinda
m

essed up here on earth, so I’ll
probably 

need 
som

e 
help 

in
getting there.”

C
LER

K
: “W

ell, 
there 

is 
alw

ays
Judaism

. Judaism
 is the w

orld’s
oldest and m

ost verified religion.
It’s 

prooftexts, 
the 

P
entateuch,

are 
the 

m
ost 

historically 
and

literally accurate in the w
orld. It

contains the absolute assurance
of 

H
eaven 

and 
it 

prom
ises 

a
M

essiah.”

C
LIEN

T: “That’s 
am

azing. 
It

sounds just like w
hat I’m

 looking
for. W

ho is their M
essiah?”

“WAY” TO GO
C

LER
K

: “That’s 
the 

thing. 
The

people of Israel have been looking
for him

 for thousands of years.”

C
LIEN

T: “They’ve been looking for
H

im
 for thousands of years! A

re
they sure that H

e hasn’t already
com

e and that they just m
issed

H
im

?”

C
LER

K
: “That is the prem

ise of
 

religion. 
W

ell, 
its 

not 
a

religion, it’s a faith.”

C
LIEN

T: “W
hat’s the difference?”

C
LER

K
: “W

ith a religion, a person
w

orks to get to G
od. W

ith a faith,
G

od has done the w
ork to get to

you. 
W

ith 
C

hristianity, 
there 

is
one G

od w
ho is an all know

ing, all
pow

erful being. H
e is perfectly

holy in every w
ay. H

e is so holy, in
fact, that m

an cannot even look at
H

im
. G

od loves us, how
ever, and

w
anted us to spend eternity w

ith
H

im
. B

ecause of this, H
e sent H

is
S

on, Jesus C
hrist to the C

ross to
take 

the 
punishm

ent 
for 

the
things that w

e’ve done w
rong.”

C
LIEN

T: “W
ow

! 
That 

sounds
am

azing and just like w
hat I’m

looking for! It also sounds really
expensive. 

M
uch 

m
ore, 

in 
fact,

than I could afford.”

C
LER

K
: “A

ctually, 
its 

priceless.
M

ore than anyone can afford. It
cost G

od H
is ow

n S
on’s life.”

C
LIEN

T: “Let m
e get this straight.

G
od is offering this to m

e?”

C
LER

K
: “The B

ible says, ‘That as
m

any as receive H
im

, to them
gave H

e pow
er to becom

e the
S

ons of G
od.’ ”

C
LIEN

T: “A
re you telling m

e that,
not only w

ill I be saved, but I’ll be
called G

od’s S
on as w

ell?”

C
LER

K
: “O

h, 
that’s 

just 
the

beginning! You w
ould not believe

the perks that com
e w

ith this faith.
I could go on and on all day!”

C
LIEN

T: “H
ow

 do I get it?”

C
LER

K
: “B

y sim
ply placing your

faith in C
hrist, G

od’s S
on, to get

you to H
eaven.”

C
LIEN

T: “That’s it?”

C
LER

K
: “That’s it.”

C
LIEN

T: “Thanks 
m

an. 
You’re

aw
esom

e. 
B

ut 
I 

have 
one

question. W
ith a deal like this,

w
hy aren’t people lining up at the

door to receive it?”

C
LER

K
: “That’s a question that I

ask m
yself everyday.”


